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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC §112 

The following is a quotation of the second paragraph of 35 U.S.C. 112: 

Claims 2-4 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 112, second paragraph, as being 
indefinite for failing to particularly point out and distinctly claim the subject matter which 
applicant regards as the invention. 

Claim 2 recites the limitation "the drive member" in line 1. There is insufficient 
antecedent basis for this limitation in the claim. 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

f^ Paten I m 7 n 'i 0t t b i. 0btained though me inven «°n 's not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in secbon 102 of tfus title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to bTpatented and 
toe prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious atTe time me 
invent™ was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject Tatto pertains 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made 

Claims 1-8 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over 
Burnside et al. '281 further in view of Chen et al. '249. Bumside et al. disclose a device 
for clamping and ablating cardiac tissue comprising a first handle member (400), a 
second handle member (402), first and second mating jaw members (382, 384), the jaw 
members a first and second elongate electrode (294; col, 45 lines 61-68). 
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Burnside et al. teach all of the limitations of the claims except at least one of the 
jaw members being biased by a spring so as to urge the jaw members toward a 
clamped position. Chen et al. disclose an electrosurgical device that includes jaw 
members biased in a clamped position by a spring (col. 15 lines 45-49). Biasing the 
jaws in the clamped position facilitates maneuvering the instrument through the body 
since in such position the cross-sectional profile is the smallest. Therefore, it would 
have been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was 
made to provide a spring on the jaw members of Burnside et al. to facilitate 
maneuvering the instrument through the body. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Rosiland S Kearney whose telephone number is 
703/308271 1 . The examiner can normally be reached on Mon.-Fri. 9:00 AM - 6:00 PM. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Linda C. Dvorak can be reached on 703/3080994. The fax phone numbers 
for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned are 703/3080758 
for regular communications and 703/3080758 for After Final communications. 

Any inquiry of a general nature or relating to the status of this application or 
proceeding should be directed to the receptionist whose telephone number is 
703/3080858. 
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